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Surrender on Energy

FTER FIVE MONTIIS of sirucgling with

encrgy tases and the ides of a colerent

energy polcy, Congress has given wp. It
has seitied for a barely wisible increase of 4.3
cents 3 gallon on the gasoline tax. Unce again
Congress has been Ihng to push for conser-
walion of to warn the countty about its dechning
reserves of domestic oil.

tnstead, a lot of senators have been fondly

telng their constituents that they are the specisl
victums of tax schemes that would burden them
f3r more heavily than 2!l those other peaple who
Lve » other places and in diffecent ways. It's
been 2 nch display of one of the oldest and least
altractive tactics n congressional poltics. I'resi-
demt Clnton’s original proposal struck » good
balance smong the various regiont’ imterests, Lt
e3ch state found sometheg i &t 10 hate, and the
package quickly fefl apart. . e
Sen. Max Boucws has been vehemently expl

difference that all the 1alk ahnet bipr sky coumtry
might have kevd 20 unwary kstener (o sppose,

Sca. llerbert Kohl's Wisconsin vsed shpitly
lnt psohne than lhe national averape, Mr. Kol

any pasoline lax increase
beyond 4. Jcents on grounds that there shoukl he
no additional burdens on the middle class. Most
Americans consider themscives mwddie class, and
#’s hard to po very far toward halancing cither
the federal budpet deliit or the national enerpy
deficit wnthout their help. Bt when citizens
begin to think of themsclves primarily as the
wictims of everybody che, the prospect for somsi-
ble legislation fades.

O prodhuction i this cowntry hae heen falling
steadily since 1985, aml nnports so [ar this year
are up abowt 10 percent over the same perind
last year. A gasoline tax of 4.3 cents a gallon will
reduce consumption, according (o an cstimate by

ﬂlomunclhuagawhulnwwﬂk
Setterly unlaw (0 it because westerners have (o
dewe (3¢ more than those people in the Fast whe
keep trying to impose & on them. Jn (act, how
much more? ln 1991, the bast year for which the
governaxot has pubhshed figures, Monianans
wid 9 percent more paeling per capita tham
.\'igin‘m“fhu'uahun.hnlhi(

R ces for the Future, by atmost 2 percemt—
just about the amount by which conzumplion has
risen in the past year alone. As a way (o redace
air poltutinn the 1ax is o more expuensive than
other methais, such as the elahorate amtomobile
impections that will s0on he required here, ‘Fhat
4.0 cent tax incrcase will make 2 small isnprove-
ment in the smng level. Why woukin't Cimprens
phuhmhwmn\ammu.

The Vincent loster Briefings

the intense desite of the Chnton \White louse
10 pratect the privacy of the (amily of the Ine
Vincent Fopter Jr., the \White llouse depty
counsrl who lmnnlly commitied sunide.
There s, 3z \White llouse officials have com-
plined, something unseemly about the endless
Badgering (hat adimmstration press aides have
taken over what is, finally, a personal tragedy.
.But wnfortunately, the matter does not end
here. The Wheie Howse —presumably by inad-
vertence 1ather than design—has over the tast
week insurd 3 series of contradiciory siatements
on the crrcumsiances sursounding Mr, Faster's
death, These contradictions have only fed the
agnation about an event that, strictly hecanse of
the aspects of publhc promincnce and personal
mystery in (he case, was bound at the least to
e widespread curiosity.

For enample, Communications Director Mark
Gearan insisted repeatedly that Mr. Foster “pev-
ef said anytheng (o indicate that anything was out
of the ordmnary 10 his colleagues.” This is clearly
not trwe i 3 whole series of reports from ether
Wikte House oflicials is trwe, It now sppears that
many old (riends were aware that Ms. Foster was
depressed—even though this of cowsse does not
mean anyone suspecicd the depths of his despair.

IT 1S IMPOSSTOLE not to sympathire with

Simitarty, White House Press Secretary Dee Dec
Myess told reporters on Tuesday that she hul so
knowledpe that a handwritten kst of three dac-
tors, inchuling two psychiatrists, had heen fownd
n Mr. Foster's wallet, it Bermard Nusshaum,
White llouse comnsel, said on Thursday he had
heard about this Jst,

We don't thwk Mr. Cearan or M. Myers were
trying to cover up anything. Bt it is not helplul—to
the aiministration or 1o Mr. Foster's fannly—to
send top dides ont to give bricfings when they have
nnt heen grven mnch in the way of information. ‘' he
contrakctions 5o {ar only encoape the very umt
d fnkish :Mh?lnl un-ful.ﬂnu with which the

It is olten useless, and nmﬂm-s dam to
search fur rational explanations for the act of
suicide. And we do not underestimate the shark
and dismay Mr. Foster's death has created nside
the White louse, especially for his bnptine
briends. This kas no dowin mde it hateder for them
(0 deal with the public side of this trapedy. tut lao
much has been leaked, and the White llouse has
shifted its pround 100 often 1o let matters sit whese
they now ate. The administration needs to gather
the facts and give an honest hricfing about what it
knowe—and (o be straightiorward as well abumt
what it may never be able to know.
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By August 1, The Post was
reporting a list was found with
the names of three doctors and
two of them were psychiatrists.
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